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Basic math skills are those that involve making calculations of amounts, sizes 
or other measurements. Core concepts like ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, 
MULTIPLICATION, and DIVISION provide a FOUNDATION for learning and 
using more advanced math concepts. Being PROFICIENT (skilled, trained) in 
basic math skills will help you both in the workplace and your daily life. 
Learning the basic facts is an important aspect of building a strong 
mathematical foundation. While it is possible for a student to simply use a calculator, or count/calculate a basic 
fact whenever they come across it, being able to immediately recall the basic facts provides many advantages, 
particularly for progressing to learning more involved mathematics. 
 
Spell:      TRAINED      ADVANTAGES      CALCULATIONS 
What are we talking about? BASIC MATH SKILLS 
Addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division provide a ______________ for learning and using more 
advanced math concepts. FOUNDATION 
Basic math skills will help you in the workplace as well as your what? DAILY LIFE 
Name one of the core concepts: ADDITION, SUBTRACTION, MULTIPLICATION, DIVISION 
What is another word for proficient used in the text? SKILLED, TRAINED 
Basic math skills are those that involve making calculations of what? Choose one. AMOUNTS, SIZES, OTHER 
MEASUREMENTS 
Which math concept is your favorite? Or none? And why? 
Name a profession that requires basic math skills.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To do anything INVOLVING (requiring, demanding) math, you will need to know how to add, subtract, multiply, 
and divide basic numbers. Knowing these basics is EXTREMELY (EXCEPTIONALLY) helpful, especially when 
dealing with money. I am going to give you an EXAMPLE for each. Starting with addition, You and two friends 
pay $5 each for a $15 pizza: $5 + $5 + $5 = $15. Second, subtraction, you and two friends share a $15 pizza. 
You and one friend pay and want to determine how much the third friend owes: $15 - $5 + $5 = $5. Next is 
multiplication. You and two friends have $5 to spend each for a pizza and want to know what price pizza you can 
afford: $5 x 3 = $15. And lastly, division. You and two friends share a $15 pizza for lunch and each person 
wants to pay their share. You would use division to figure out the cost: $15/3 = $5 each. 
 
Spell:    MONEY    DETERMINE     AFFORD 
Knowing these basics is extremely helpful when dealing with what? MONEY 
What is a synonym that was used for the word extremely? EXCEPTIONALLY 
What is another word for involving used in the text? REQUIRING, 
DEMANDING 
What is $5 x $3? $15 
What is $15 / $3? $5 
VAKT: Write an addition problem. 
 
A PERCENTAGE is a PORTION of a whole, per 100. You'll need percentages for tasks like figuring out tip 
amounts, calculating sales tax, or deciding how much to shrink your workforce. You will see percentages almost 
everywhere: in shops, on the internet, in ADVERTISEMENTS, and in the media. Being able to understand what 
percentages mean is a key skill that will POTENTIALLY save you time and money and will also make you more 
employable. For example, you took a business associate out for dinner and the bill was $50, plus $8 for taxes. 
You want to leave a 20% tip for good service. In this case, it would be $10 based on the $50 charge. 
 
Spell:      ASSOCIATE       EMPLOYABLE     SHRINK 
What are we talking about? PERCENTAGES 
A percentage is a _________ of a whole. PORTION 
Being able to understand what percentages mean is a key skill that will potentially save you _________ and 
________ and will also make you more employable. TIME, MONEY 
Choose one thing you’ll need percentages for. FIGURING OUT TIP AMOUNTS, CALCULATING SALES TAX, 
DECIDING HOW MUCH TO SHRINK YOUR WORKFORCE 
Pick two places where you will see percentages. SHOPS, INTERNET, ADVERTISEMENTS, MEDIA 
What is 20% of 50? 10 



Give an example of a time when you or a family member needed to use a percent. 
VAKT: Use a calculator to calculate 45% of 1000. 
 
Often numbers are presented in VISUAL formats. A basic math skill to learn is how to read and understand 
CHARTS and GRAPHS. Being able to read the AXES, trend line and data points will help you gain a deeper 
understanding of underlying data. It will also help you make graphs and charts to better illustrate your points. 
Developing both EXTERNAL and internal visual representation strategies is important for students as both help 
support student learning in mathematics for different types of problems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spell:      UNDERLYING      STRATEGIES     MATHEMATICS 
Often numbers are presented in ________ formats. VISUAL 
A basic math skill is to learn how to read and ________ charts and graphs. UNDERSTAND 
Name one visual representation strategy that's important for students. EXTERNAL, INTERNAL 
Being able to do what will help you gain a deeper understanding of underlying data. READ THE AXES, TREND 
LINE, DATA POINTS 
What is the definition of strategy?  
What is another way numbers are presented? 
VAKT: Point to the yellow blocks in the picture above. 
 

 

There are four main ways you can IMPROVE (ENHANCE) your basic math skills. The first is by using 
WORKBOOKS. Math workbooks provide sample math problems to solve and are a great way to practice your 
basic math skills. Next would be taking a basic math class. Basic math classes are OFFERED both online and 
typically in-person at local colleges and learning centers and can be extremely helpful in BOLSTERING (to 
support or strengthen) your understanding of basic math concepts. Math classes provide the advantage of more 



detailed instruction and the ability to ask questions if you are confused about a topic. Third, ask for help. If you 
know someone who has strong math skills, ask them for help. Let them know which areas you find challenging 
and see if they have any advice. Lastly, the best way to improve your basic math skills is to PRACTICE. Using your 
skills consistently can ensure you maintain your proficiency. Try to avoid using a CALCULATOR for every problem 
you come across or asking someone else to calculate a math problem for you. Seize every opportunity you can to 
use your basic math skills and they will grow stronger over time.  

 
Spell:    INSTRUCTION    CONSISTENTLY     SEIZE 
What was the synonym used for improve? ENHANCE 
Bolstering means to support or _______? STRENGTHEN 
What tool should you try to avoid using for every problem? 
CALCULATOR 
Name one place where basic math classes are offered. ONLINE, IN-
PERSON, LOCAL COLLEGES, LEARNING CENTERS 
What are the four main ways you can improve your basic math skills? 
WORKBOOKS, CLASSES, ASK FOR HELP, PRACTICE 
How many main ways can you improve your basic math skills? 4 
Which way would you prefer to improve your skills? Why? 
Creative Writing: Write about a math class you want to take. For example: Geometry, Statistics, Algebra, etc. 
Provide examples of things you plan to learn about in that course. 
 
https://www.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/basic-math-
skills#:~:text=Basic%20math%20skills%20are%20those,using%20more%20advanced%20math%20concepts.  
https://www.skillsyouneed.com/num/percentages.html 


